
SCOPE OF THE IECC® 

The IECC® covers new construction, additions, remodeling, window replacement, and repairs of specified buildings. The Residential portion of the Code applies to 
buildings that are detached one- and two-family dwellings and buildings that contain three or more dwelling units and is three stories or less in height above grade. 
Commercial buildings are covered as well. A building is considered to be commercial when it is over three stories in height above grade or when it is below three 
stories and is not a residential building. 

The Code provisions are intended to ensure the design of energy efficient building envelopes. They also address the energy efficiency of elements that do not affect 
the building envelope, such as mechanical, water heating, electrical, and lighting equipment. The envelope requirements focus on insulation requirements for ceilings, 
walls, and floors and on thermal conductance of windows and doors.  

CLIMATE ZONES 

The Code requirements vary by region. The regions are determined based on the climate and, hence, are called "climate zones." Each county in the country is sorted 
into one of eight climate zones and sub-categorized based on climate type (moist, dry and marine).  

For help in determining the climate zone in which your project is located, use the map below:  

 

Residential Energy Efficiency 

For residential buildings the requirements in Chapter 4 are only relievent to the types of buildings defined above. Chapter 4 covers new construction, additions, 
remodeling, window replacement, and repairs of specific buildings. Existing installations are exempted, as are portions of buildings not altered when additions, 
remodeling, window replacement, or repairs take place. Historic residences are also exempted from meeting the requirements of the Code. The table below 
summarizes the prescriptive paths in a chart form and some additional requirements to be noted are contained in the following bullets:  

� Section 402.2.1 may be used to allow for less insulation in the ceiling without attic space when the requirements are above R - 30 only when the floor area is 
less than 500 square feet or 20% of the total conditioned space.  

� Where some or all of an existing fenestration unit is replaced with a new fenestration product, including sash and glazing, the replacement fenestration unit 
shall meet the building thermal envelope requirements.  

� Requires a space that was previously unconditioned to be brought into full compliance if the space is conditioned.  
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Commercial Energy Efficiency 

For commercial buildings and residential buildings over three stories in height the building must comply with the energy efficiency requirements set forth in Chapter 
5 of the 2009 IECC® or ASHRAE/IESNA 90.1. The 2006 version of the IECC diferentiated between Glass and Plastic skylights while the 2009 version does not. The 
tables below summarizes the prescriptive paths in a chart form. 
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Group R includes, amongst other buildings, residential buildings with more than 2 dwellings and residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily transient 
in nature (less than 30 days). 
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